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Music and stories for the whole family

Fox & BRANCH
Mama Don't Allow
Doodleywag CD202 (2002)

This CD has 15 tracks of good, old-
fashioned music for giggling and
wiggling. Dave Fox and Will Branch
play guitar, fiddle, and washboard.
The rhythms are exciting and they tell
funny stories and jokes while they are
singing. My favorite songs are “Mama
Don’t Allow,” “Freight Train,” “Bill
Grogan’s Goat,” “Bingo,” and “She’ll
Be Comin’ 'Round the Mountain.”
They are good to sing along to, and we
can play with the music. I danced
along. When they play it fast, I dance
real fast. The liner notes do not have
the words to all the songs, but the
Spanish song, “Vamos a la Playa,” has
all the words. It would be fun if we
had the words so we can get to know
all the rest of the songs. All the songs
are traditional, except for “Freight
Train” by Elizabeth Cotten. They did
tell us a little bit — but not a lot —
about Cotten. She was special, and
kids would like to know more about
her. This music is interesting for up to
fifth grade.

— Tineka Denise Lee, grade 2
(Baltimore, MD)

VARIOUS ARTISTS
Singing with Treblemakers:
Our Favorite Folk Songs
self-produced (2002)

Directed by University of
Connecticut associate professor Dr.
Mary Ellen Junda, Singing With
Treblemakers features the vocal
harmonies of a choir of children, aged
10 to 16, set to the gentle strains of
dulcimers and acoustic guitar. Their
second album, Our Favorite Folk
Songs, explores the diversity of
American folk music and includes
West Indian (“Tingalayo™), African-
American (“Juba”), Irish-Americans
(“Froggie Went A Courtin’ ) and
French-Canadian (“Alouette”) tunes.

— Cralg Harris (Waltham, MA)
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There are 14 pretty and fun songs on
this CD. Hansen is a great guitar
player and singer. He is a talented
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songwriter, and he wrote all the
songs except one: “Circle of Smiles”
was co-written by Virginia Benderly
and Hansen. Hansen learned how to
play guitar when he was nine years
old, and later he went to Chicago
Musical College. “When I was your
age, I practiced daily because I
wanted my music to be really good,”
Hansen said on his website. He lives
in Arizona, but he taught music in
New York to preschoolers.

His songs are different from each
other. On “The Sky Is Crying,” he
sings melody, then Lisa Otey sings
harmony and counterpoint. Together
they sound gorgeous. Hansen has a
grand voice. The funniest song is
“The Boo Boo Blues” because adults
are talking about boo boos. He started
singing that song after somconc asked
him about his cut on his arm. The
rhythm is comical because it is a
parody of a bona fide blues song.
There are plenty of other people
playing instruments and singing along
on this CD. “Circle of Smiles” tells us
a smile can start a lot of things, and it
can make you happy. When “Let It
Rain” starts, the rhythm sounds like
when you beat a blackboard. It comes
down slow, then it gets louder with
blues harmonica and harmony. They
try to be funny at the end when they
sing “It’s raining, it’s pouring, the old
man is snoring.” For “I Love My
Guitar,” Hansen plays two different
rhythms. This is really a rock 'n’ roll
song, and you can clap along. On
“True Friend,” we hear that friends
help us and cherish us. In “Charlie
the Frog,” Charlie wants only his own
home. (Some people are just like
Charlie. I am, are you?) This is recom-
mended for kids, and it will make
grownups laugh.

RAFFI

Let's Play

Rounder/Shoreline 11661 8108-2 (2002
www.erichansen.net \

erichansen@cox.net
520-318-9241 )

cucuaut youngsters with his fun-
loving look at the world. With his first
studio album in five years, Let’s Play,
the Egypt-born and British Columbia-

Dirty Linen

The magazine of folk and world music.

( KOOTS and Shoots Everywhere”),
collective work (“It Takes a Village”),
the hope of an infant (“Blessed Be”),
and simple childhood fun (“Swing”
and the title track). Raffi has consis-
tently applied the quality of adult-
oriented recordings to his children’s
music. While his jovial vocals and
playful lyrics retain the spotlight, Let’s
Play is strengthened by a mixture of
full-band arrangements, more subtle
pieces, and the contributions of guest
musicians, including Cape Breton
fiddler Natalie MacMaster and anthro-
pologist Dr. Jane Goodall.

— Craig Harris (Waltham, MA)

Ella Jenkins

ELLA JENKINS

Growing Up with Ella Jenkins
Smithsonian Folkways SFW CD 45032
(2002), reissue

Initially released in 1976, Growing Up
With Ella Jenkins remains a classic
children’s music recording. Accom-
panying herself on simple-strummed
ukulele and kazoo, and joined by chil-
dren from the Mary Crane Nursery
School in Chicago, Jenkins uses
mostly original rhythms, songs,
chants, poems, and musical games to
teach such concepts as counting, big-
bigger-biggest, and personal identity
(“Names” and “I’m Changing”).

— Craig Harris (Waltham, MA)

MAIRI MACINNES
Tickettyboo

Greentrax CDTRAX 211 (2002)

The songs of her childhood in South
Uist, Scotland, are compiled on Tick-

strains ot William Jackson (clarsach,
whistles, keyboards, bodhran) and
Tony McManus (guitar, fiddle).

— Craig Harris (Waltham, MA)

CAPP STREET CARNIVAL

by Sandra Dutton

Farrar, Straus & Giroux ISBN 0-374-31065-
3(2003); 114 pp.; $16.00; hardcover

This story is about 11-year-old Mary
Mae, who dreams about playing blue-
grass music and writing her own
songs. The story is set in present-day
Ohio. She and her friends are silly,
but even though they make you laugh,
they still care about others, like
two-year-old Lukey. He has a
heart murmur. Then there’s
Annabelle, who is just like a
sister to Mary Mae; she is
about to marry Leroy, the
wrong man! There are many
entertaining personalities: a
bossy mother, a dad who wears
curtains on his head, and Leroy,
who appreciates burnt fudge
but not Mary Mae.

Mary Mae and her friends
decided to plan a carnival to
get money for little Lukey’s
operation. Mary Mae is going
to be singing her great-granny’s
song. She worked really hard to
get the carnival together, and
her singing is very important
to her. But one day Leroy
called her great-granny a hill-
billy because she played a
guitar. It made Mary Mae so
angry, she sang a mean song
about Leroy: “Leroy’s a
pumpkin; Leroys a dread/ Gotta get
Leroy outta my head.” After that, her
mom said, “You will not sing at the
carnival!” Who will she go to for
help? The Capp Street Carnival was
successful and fun.

Very interesting things happened,
and in this appealing book, grownups
can learn a lesson: Adults aren’t
always right, and children can be
wise. This book is appropriate for
ages nine or older. It’s necessary to
listen to bluegrass music to compre-
hend Mary Mae’s great-grand-
mother’s music. There are no
illustrations except for the cover art.
It would be nice if there were an
information :page with pictures.
Millions of kids can’t imagine a
dulcimer or a kazoo or a carnival.

— Janet M. Campbell, grade 2
(Baltimore, MD)
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