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ERIC HANSEN
Hero In The Dark
Half Moon Full Star 003

ric Hansen wraps his voice of supple

leather around the solid sole of his
songs for music that wears well and com-
fortably mile after mile. Unlike many of
his contemporaries, Hansen can actually
sing. His simple songs of substance forgo
artifice, aiming more directly for the heart.
The title song, which opens the CD, sets
the tone, a touching tribute to heroes, with

the moral that we all are, or can be, he-
roes. Although Hansen fails to include lyr-
ics in the CD booklet, he does include
“Hero In The Dark” with all of its hand-
written revisions, a gutsy move. The final
version is a gem. The tone is mostly posi-
tive throughout the CD, explorations and
celebrations of life, love, and friendship.
The song titles reveal the flow “Cast Your

| Stone,” “Fold Into My Arms,” “True
| Friends,” “Awake And Laugh,” and “God’s

Garden” among the dozen original songs.
The self-produced CD goes down easy with
mostly Hansen’s own guitar playing, and

| occasional contributors on Dobro, classi-

cal guitar and piano. If you’re tired of
mournful singer-songwriters or the need to
read Emmanuel Kant to understand their
songs, Hansen will lift your spirits, delight
your ears, and please your heart. — RWarr
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