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Wow. This Tucson troubadour’s rich
and intimate vocals, well-written
songs and expert guitar work are such a
feast for the ears. With the sensitivity of
David Roth and writing chops as good as
(country writer) Mac McAnally, I loved
every minute of this release. Each song
is beautifully presented, from the deli-
cately fingerpicked guitar of “This Too
Shall Pass,” a song of hope, to the steamy
Dobro (played by Stefan George) on the
blusey “My Garden of Love.” “Telephone
for Tulip.” in addition to having great al-
literation, lets us dumb humans know
about dog communication. It ends with a
canine choir alerting us to the importance
of their conversation. Dogs surface again
in “Box of Chihuahuas.” There’s a sweet
trilling mandolin, played by Earl
Edmonson, on the tender ballad “A
Lover’s Lullaby.” The autobiographical “I
Am a Fisherman” features lovely accor-
dion playing by Linda Ackermann. “It’s
Over Now” is a powerful inspirational
tune. Don’t miss the funny hidden track
about seat belts. His lyrics are so compel-
ling, I wish they were written in the book-
let. [ recognize most of these side players
from other Tucson projects — I assume
most live there — what a wealth of talent!
All of that combined with Eric’s marvel-
ous songs and warm voice and you’ve got
an excellent release, all the more impres-
sive when you know that he does this while
battling a rare disease that leaves him with
35% lung function. 4 Lover'’s Lullaby has
a permanent spot in my CD player. — JA
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