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" his songs was as versatile as

Eric Hansen charmed audiences at
Silver City venues last weekend i

Singer/songwriter Eric
Hansen charmed audiences
when he kicked off his “Sing-
ing for Life Tour 2002" re-
cently in Silver'City. People
of all ages turned out to attend
the free concerts, the first at
the Bullard Street Bazaar on
Saturday, March 2, and the
second at Yankie Creck Gal-
lery on Sunday, March 3.

Hansen, with a wide range
of original music and a per-
sonal, emotionally rich pre-
sentation, had audiences tap-
ping their feet, listening with
rapt attention, sometimes
laughing, and, in a few cases,
crying as they were touched
by the poignancy of songs like
“Fold into My Arms” and
“Hero in the Dark.”

His use of the guitar as a
vehicle to embrace and carry

his voice-in encompassing a
full range from gentle deli-
cacy to rich vibraney to
pounding croscendo.

. Hansen, who has four CDs
of ariginal music to his credit,
expresses the same versatility
and range in his songs that he
shows with his voice, his in-
strument, and his presence as
a performer. He is a magnifi-
cent storyteller.

In “Oh Navajo Girl,” he
gently sings of a woman who
has attempted to kescape the

“push, push, push” of city life
by returning to a closer rela-
tionship with nature and her
own heritage.

“Awake and Laugh” is a
salute to humor, using a con-
versauon  between a cat and a
man to speak to our capacity
to overcome obstacles and

live fully. Songs like “Nobody"

Knows” and “Leap of Faith”
speak to the child in us all.

Originally from Indiana, -
Hansen began playing and

singing at a young age, and
after a family move fo Chi-
cago, he played in cof-
feehouses during his teens. He
studied guitar, voice and mu-
\sical composition at Chicago
Musical College, and then
worked for several years as a
songwriter and performer
with Chicago’s Free Street
Theater.

Hansen then relocated to

New York: City, where hed
worked for 17 years in a ya="

riety of venues, including
‘musicals, theatrical produc-

ons, commercials and tele-
vision. After relocating to

Tucson, Ariz., a little more -

musxc Each year,
country from coast to coast,
playing in a variety of venues.
Hansen and his music have
a strong impact on his listen-
ers. He speaks to the heart and
to the spirit, speaks his per-
sonal truth, and gives voice to
the human famxly At the same
time, he constantly reminds
us, chmugh his songs and his
presence, that it is with an
unexpected smile, a simple
hello, a kind word, or an
seen action, that we as indi-
iduals may make our stron-
gest unpag;, that W may each
‘be a “Hero in the Dark. A
To learn more ?bout Hansen

from his CDs, visit v
erichansen.net




