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Recommendation of the Highest Order

Though on occasion I have had to endure some pretty painful performances, by and large covering cabaret has been an
extremely happy experience. No, more than that: I love it. Of course, it is a pleasure seeing greats like Julie Wilson and
Barbara Cook. But perhaps an even greater joy comes from going to see someone relatively unknown and totally unfamiliar to
me, and discovering that he or she is a major talent. It doesn't happen all that often, but when it does, it is exhilarating, It
happened last year when I went to see singer/guitarist Eric Hansen.

Hansen is impossible to pigeonhole: he can be bluesy, he can be rock 'n' roll, he can be funky, and he can also be
heartbreakingly tender and sweet. But regardless of style, he always performs with passion and commitment. He is also a very
good songwriter. His song "Thank Heaven for You" makes me cry every time I hear it, while some other songs, like "Big
Body Woman," are rather earthier. He has even written a song about the duel between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr.
Go figure.

You can catch him at Jack the Ripper Pub on West 4th Street, where he performs Wednesdays from 9pm to 1am, and Fridays
from 7:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. There is no minimum or cover charge, and you can come and go when you please. On Thursday,
May 9, at 10 p.m., he will do a program of his original songs at The Duplex on Christopher Street (the first half of that show
will feature Independent recording artist Charlie Dog). Hansen also performs from time to time with his band; the next such
appearance will be Thursday, May 16, at Koyote Kate's at 307 W. 47th Street, from 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. (no cover or
minimum).
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