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30 years (1969-99) of hope and inspiration through the arts
September 9, 1999

Hospital Audiences, Inc.

548 Broadway, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10012-3950
To Whom It May Concern: (212)575-7676

FAX:(212) 575-7669

As the Dlrector of Hospltal Audlences Inc.’s (HAT) Performance Arts E-Mail: Hospaud@aol.com
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As the Director of Hospital Audiences, Inc.’s (HAI) Performance Arts
Program I have known Eric Hansen since 1995 when he joined HAI’s
artist roster. HAI is a non-profit arts organization which provides access
to cultural programs to disabled and disenfranchised individuals many of
whom are hospitalized, homebound or institutionalized. Internationally,
HAI stands alone in its scope of arts services to disabled individuals. As
a professional performing artist Eric Hansen has worked for HAI’s On-
site Performing Program which schedules over 200 live performances by
professional, paid artists each month at various health and social service
facilities.

Eric Hansen’s association with HAI over the past four years has
benefited countless individuals who rarely have the opportunity to enjoy
a cultural and musical experience. Eric’s unique style and ability to use
his art to communicate to HAI audiences makes him a particularly
important artist in our program evidenced also by the fact that Eric is one
of the most booked artists at HAI. Through his extensive experience,
knowledge and talent Eric entertains and educates his audience. His
particular sensitivity and interest in the special needs of HATI audiences is
clearly reflected in his obvious capacity to erase the barriers that often
separate the audience from the performing artist; Eric’s successful efforts
to breakdown such barriers is laudable.

HATI site coordinators who often accompany artists to performing sites
and are also responsible for evaluating performances speak best to Eric’s
outstanding talent and sensitivity. One site coordinator in commenting
on the quality of Eric’s performance: “Great!. He’s an audience charmer.
His energy, soul and music carries the audience to...the heart. The
audience and performer click! They work so well bringing out the best in
both!” From another coordinator: “Musicianship is excellent. Rapport
with audience was especially striking.”



[image: image3.png]In every way Eric Hansen’s charisma transcends his evident
musicianship and talents making him a vital part of HAI’s performance
program. His sensitivity and rather unique innate understanding of the
special needs of HAI audiences enhances his performance by bringing
each participant individually into his musical sphere - a true

representative of the healing rolg/gf the arts.
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