[image: image1.jpg]BACK STAGE

along who stands not only far above the average, but
also apart from cveryone else—someone with a
unique, highly individual artistic vision. Singer/guitarist
Eric Hansen is this rare breed. He performs from 9 pm-1
am, through the end of April, at Jack the Ripper Pub on 4th
Street west of Seventh Avenue, with no cover or minimum.

Like all originals, he is difficult to classify. His reper-

toire and sensibility embraces the pop, folk, country, rock

5 ’n’ roll, and blues
idioms. But regard-
less of style, his per-
formance is always
rooted in interpret-
ing and communi-
cating the essence of
a song. At times
gritty, at times soft
and sweet, his voice
is a remarkably
(| expressive instru-
ment. He can do
what is probably the
most tender rendi-
tion of “Tennessee
Waltz” that the
world has ever
heard, and then turn
— around and delivera
“House of the Rising Sun” that is the wail of an anguished
soul. With “Busted,” he can engage the audience in jovial
interplay, then rock the room with “Shake, Rattle and
Roll.”

A gifted songwriter, Hansen shows the same breadth in
his own work. “Thank Heaven for You” is as gentle and
affectionate a song as has ever been written, while “Big-
Bodied Woman” is rather earthier. “Suntan and a Cellular
Phone” is a keenly observed comment on the contemporary
scene. 'His ad-lib patter is off-the-wall, funny and intelli-
gent—though he's frequently mischievous, behind it all is
an unfailing spirit of good-heartedness.

From time to time, he is joined on stage by Amelia
David, a soprano with an infectious personality and an
amazingly robust lower register. Working off each other's
energies, Hansen and David appear to be having as much
fun as is the audience.

T have gone back to see Eric Hansen four times since my
first visit. 1 went primarily for my own selfish pleasure, but
1 wanted also to corroborate my initial impression. And
did. He is a major talent.
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Martin Schaeffer and Roy Sander, Back Stage's cabaret
reviewers, write this column on alternate weeks. Press releases
and other information may be sent to them c/o Back Stage, 1515
Broadway, 14th f1., NYC 10036.





